US                      WILLIAM THE SILENT                   CHAP,

shock of hope ran through Zeeland and Holland. They
shouted the rhyme, " On April-Fool's Day, Duke Alva's
specs [Bril] were snatched away!" Caricatures were
published showing this in the act, with the Duke
exclaiming, no es nada ("it is naught"). This explosion
of popular fury, opening a vast revolution in modern
history, by what was in itself an unpremeditated and
trivial incident, like the storming of the Bastille in
1789, really laid the foundation of the Frees^ Nether-
lands. On 1st April 1572 the Dutch Kepublic began
to rise out of the sea.

Neither the Nassaus, nor Alva, wholly unfamiliar as
they all were with maritime war and "the sea-power,"
had for the moment seized the vast importance of this
casual stroke.    But they all soon learned that it must
be promptly treated.    Louis, then at Blois conferring
with the French princes and king., keen partisan chief
as he was, immediately sent off his secretary to try if
Flushing also could be seized.    Treslong and his Beggar
seamen, Alva and his  engineers,   all  understood   the
crucial  importance  of   Flushing,   which  the   military
genius of Louis had perceived from the Loire.   Flushing,
on the island of Walcheren, commanded the estuary of
the Scheldt; it was the key of all Zeeland, and the
gate of Antwerp, whence the importance of this point
of vantage from that day to  ours.     The Duke was
well informed of its importance, and had already com-
menced a citadel there on the  model of that which
Paciotto,   his   Italian   engineer,   was   constructing   at
Antwerp.     But Alva, who   at first had treated the
Sea Beggars as nada, was too late, and made a fata]
Sunder.     The citizens rose in revolt, sent for aid to